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practices and philosophies during her tenure,
and local educators today credit Judge
Betham for having revolutionized ‘‘teaching’’ in
American Samoa.

Even after she retired from the Department
of Education, Judge Betham continued to be
active in the field of education. A short time
after retiring from the DOE, she was appointed
director of Catholic Schools. She served as di-
rector for several years until she was again
called on by the government to serve as an
associate judge on the High Court of Amer-
ican Samoa. Judge Betham was sworn in on
April 17, 1991, a day which is very significant
and special to the people of American Samoa.
April 17 marks the date on which the United
States first raised its flag over the Islands of
American Samoa. The people of American
Samoa celebrate the anniversary of this rela-
tionship every year on April 17, and it is the
biggest holiday of the year.

As an educator, Mr. Speaker, Judge
Betham touched many lives and she found
much joy and pleasure in following the suc-
cesses of her former students. As a judge,
she touched equally as many lives and she
found much satisfaction and comfort in making
sure that the result reached by the court was
just and fair.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer
my condolences to Judge Betham’s husband,
James ‘‘Rusty’’ Betham, and her children. I am
sure that the proud legacy which she left them
will live on in their hearts and in the hearts of
all the people of American Samoa.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. SOLOMON]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SOLOMON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f
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SUPPORT HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION 121, REGARDING
PROLIFERATION OF MISSILE
TECHNOLOGY FROM RUSSIA TO
IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
STRICKLAND] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to address a very serious
issue related to the well-being of our
Nation. Recently it has come to the at-
tention of the Central Intelligence
Agency that nongovernmental entities
within Russia have participated in the
proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction to the country of Iran.

This specific trade practice threatens
the security of the United States and
our allies and, quite simply, it endan-
gers our ability to maintain world
peace. Furthermore, the advancement
of weapons of mass destruction to Iran
happens to be in violation of the Mis-
sile Technology Control Regime.

For these reasons alone, this trade
between Iran and Russia must stop. As
history illustrates, Iran has nurtured a
reputation for terrorism and has con-

sistently displayed open hostility to-
ward United States’ interests.

Although Russia has acknowledged
previous weapons trade with Iran, the
most extreme action they have taken
to end the current proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction is to initi-
ate an investigation. As I see it, Mr.
Speaker, an investigation does not ade-
quately address this critical situation.

Nevertheless, Russia continues to
enjoy foreign aid from the United
States and the financial profits of
trade with Iran. Russia is enjoying the
best of both worlds at the expense of
the safety of innocent victims who all
too often fall prey to the hostilities in-
stigated from Iran’s terrorist regime.

We now have reached a point where
agreements and investigations are sim-
ply not enough. It is time to eradicate
the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction between Russia and Iran.
Congress and the President should de-
mand that the Russian government
take steps necessary to stop all in-
volvement, including the involvement
of nongovernmental entities, in the
disbursement of weapons of mass de-
struction, especially when the country
of Iran is involved.

Furthermore, should Russia ignore
our request, we must not simply dis-
regard their failure to succumb to
peacekeeping efforts, but rather, we
must take the most serious and effec-
tive steps to end this dangerous activ-
ity and impose sanctions on the re-
sponsible parties.

House Concurrent Resolution 121 ex-
presses congressional concern regard-
ing the proliferation of missile tech-
nology from Russia to Iran, and I
strongly urge my colleagues in this
House to give their support to this wor-
thy resolution.
f

TRIBUTE TO IRA POTTARD

(Mr. REDMOND asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REDMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to pay tribute to a distin-
guished individual in New Mexico, Mr.
Ira Pottard. He lives in Clovis, NM, and
he is one of the last living Buffalo Sol-
diers of the U.S. Army. Coincidentally,
he is celebrating his 75th birthday.

Mr. Pottard has reason to be proud of
his accomplishments and his contribu-
tion to military history. The Buffalo
Soldier horse cavalry units played an
important but often forgotten role in
our national defense.

Buffalo Soldiers attained their name
while fighting in the Cheyenne War
from 1867 to 1869. Native American war-
riors referred to the African-American
horse soldier troops as Buffalo Soldiers
because of their dark-colored dusty
coats and the fearlessness which they
showed in battle.

Until they were disbanded in 1945,
Buffalo Soldiers fought to maintain
law and order by guarding the western
front of our Nation and pursuing out-

laws and cattle thieves. They also
played an important role in both World
War I and World War II.

During World War II Mr. Pottard
served in the Ninth Cavalry stationed
in the Burma-India-China Theater. He
later served the unit until it was de-
commissioned, which resulted in the
end of a significant era.

At this time I ask my fellow Ameri-
cans to join me and New Mexico in
thanking Mr. Ira Pottard for his years
of dedicated military service as a Buf-
falo Soldier.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. QUINN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. QUINN addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Hawaii [Mrs. MINK] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Mrs. MINK addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. BOEHLERT]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BOEHLERT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. HOUGHTON]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. HOUGHTON addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed out of
order with my special order now.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

f

INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to speak in support of House Reso-
lution 157, which was passed by unani-
mous consent just a few minutes ago
this evening.

It is a great pleasure for me to join
with the people of India and the Indian-
American community in paying tribute
to the 50th anniversary of India’s inde-
pendence, which is one of the things
that is mentioned in the House Resolu-
tion.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-28T11:33:45-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




